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. A ‘ ;wwh" the police or interfering dw{‘tl::hgr pl:’ogress of tl’;e
: . - Hwar in Viet Nam. And it decide strike out opposi-"
TEESE DAYS: ' 'ition to communism as such from 1ts membershlp
’lcardb » THIS hrovoned a crisls with s parent.
ALL OF provoked a crisis wi
VE@§§HEE@ EB@@ &E&EHRE’ “body, the old LID, But this time the LID directorate
.and national council reacted in a namby-pamnby way -
rﬁ"@ '&Eﬂ@ ; %y Hﬁﬁ@ﬂ@ 1toward its obstreperous offspring. Where, in the late
"305, it'had cut all connections with the National:
By JOHN CHAMBERLAIN ‘ 'Student Union for getting cozy with the’ Communists,- .
;thls time it merely passed a resolution calling for a,
OW MANY TIMES in a lifetime does one have to ,"dialoguc" on the real meaning of the word “de-'
to say, “This is where I came in?” m cracy.” :
.. It seems only yesterday (though actually it was' - Thus, in the words of some of the LID dissidents.
some 30 years ago) that a venerable socialist organ= who think the students’ organization should be dis-
ization, the League for Industrial Democraty, was ciplined for going over to “Leninist” tactics, the ven-
sponsoring a youth group called the National Student eraple” LID, supporter of legal Social Democratic
‘Union. This youth group, though 4 ‘means of change for over a half century, has “marched
Marxist, was supposed to keep within - ‘up the hill and marched down again” on an.issue
- 1he bounds of legal protest and par- " ‘that cuts close to its very reason for being. .
liamentary action, for its parent, : The crisis in the LID has provoked alot of internal'

O known far and wide in the radical - . clucking. A faculty sponsor of Students for a Demo- =
niwovement by its initials as the LID, . ] ?clamc Society, who wishes his name withheld until :
believed in orderly, or non-Leninist, i he seés what action the LID will finally take, has’

‘change. In the late 30s, however, the . i denounced the SDS for beconting part of the Maoist

. National Student Union began a dal- ' establishment in the United States while using ths:

‘liance with Leninist direct-action ¥ ‘respectable LID name’as a cover. Murray Baron, a;

tactics., The LID dropped it like a - | labor relations adviser, who has been a member of the .-

.hot potato. For a time it was taken : i’ governing board of the LID, has quit in disgust. And

up, in all innocence,. by Eleanor "there have been agitated memos sent to various boar

‘Roosevelt, but she, in turn, edged CHAMBERLAIN o )ors and to Marx Lewis of the LID National'

‘away from it. And during the great stress of World : Council, who, ironically, also happens to be a moving

~War II the National Student Union'was deservediy . spirit in something that is known as the Council' '
forgotten. " Against Communist Aggression.

The old LID managed to struggle along with no:  This crisis in the LID has dangerous 1mplications

effective youth movement until a few years ago, when simply because the LID board of directors and na-

-1t decided to punch up its “student department” as| tional council are spangled with people who hold' i’
‘Students for a Democratic Society. This SDS grew: “important positions in the AFL-CIO, in the universi-, T

rapidly as the civil-rights movement caught- the' . ties, in such organizations as CORE, ‘and in the Dem-! S
.Jmagination of young people on the campuses. Soon,ocmtm Administration’s anti-poverty program, e . 5

‘there were 60 chapters, with projects for leadershlpt The LID has always repudiated Bolshevist and. BN
itraining institutes and trips to Mississippl. . i neo-anarchist methods. If it 18 now prepared to go'

¥ But history was about to repeat itself, Last June. . glong with a Maolst youth movement; some old end;

rat 1ts Michigan conference, the SDS .did the sort of 1v1f,any imporiant democratic restralnts wlu have

thing the old National Student Union had done in | ibeen thrown to the winds, . i
~_the late '30s: It made a decision to be “activist” even Coprrisht, 1063, Kiog Featurse yndisats, Ine,

r.if it involved getting heads broken in illegal scuffles - x
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